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Human Population

Mid-year population estimates , Statistics South Africa 
49% 51%

Life expectancy: 
63 yrs

Life expectancy: 
69 yrs

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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Mid-year population estimates by population group, age and sex, 2020

17 050 955

29%

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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Population growth rates by selected 
age groups over time, 2002 – 2020

Mortality rate

http://www.rtmc.co.za/


Ensuring safe, secure and responsible use of roads in South Africa. 5

Road Traffic Information

http://www.rtmc.co.za/


Global view
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Distribution of deaths by road user type, WHO region

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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Countries with laws meeting best practice on 5 risk factors, 2014, 
2017

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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http://www.rtmc.co.za/


Ensuring safe, secure and responsible use of roads in South Africa. 11

What does Act say?
• An adult is a person over the age of 14 years or taller than one comma five metres;

• a child is a person between the age of three years and 14 years, except where such person is taller than one 
comma five metres;

• an infant is a person below the age of three years.

Reg 213 (6A) has been in force as from 30 April 2015

(6A) The driver of a motor vehicle operated on a public road shall ensure that an infant travelling in such a 

motor vehicle is seated on an appropriate child restraint: Provided that this provision shall not apply in a 

case of a minibus or bus operating for reward.

The child seat has to comply with the SANS legislation 

a. A seatbelt shall comply with the standard specification SABS 1080 “Restraining devices for occupants of 
adult build in motor vehicles (Revised requirements)” and bear a certification mark or approval mark.

b. A child restraint shall comply with the standard specification SABS 1340 “Child restraining devices in 
motor vehicles” and bear a certification mark or approval mark. 

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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Regulation in South Africa…

The Regulations require that a driver of a motor vehicle must ensure that a child (all persons 
between the ages of three and fourteen except those taller than one and a half meters) in 
the vehicle use a child restraint if one is available or wear a seat belt in a seat that is 
equipped with one.

What is the law in South Africa regarding the wearing of safety belts?

no adult shall occupy a seat in a motor vehicle operated on a public road which is fitted with 
a seatbelt unless such person wears such seatbelt”.

Are child restraints compulsory in South Africa?

Regulation 213 of the National Road Traffic Act, 93 of 1996 states that “

• children under the age of 3 must be in a car seat. 

• Children between the ages of 3-14 or 1.5 meters tall must be in a car seat if one is 
available. In the event, you don't have a car seat available your child needs to be strapped 
in with a seatbelt.

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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What Age Can child sit in front seat SA?

Children aged between four years and up to seven years may travel in the front seat if a car 

has two or more rows of seats, provided they use an approved restraint (e.g. a booster seat) 

and only in the following situations: all rear seats are being used by children aged under 7 

years.

What is the weight and age for car seats?

Children at least 4 years of age but less than 7 and who measure less than 4'9″ or weigh less 

than 65 pounds shall use a belt positioning booster seat system meeting applicable federal 

motor vehicle safety standards

Regulation in South Africa   cont…

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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Car seat sizes…

Weight range Approximate age range Group

From birth to 13kg Newborn to 5 months, 5 - 18 months 0+

9kg to 18kg 9 months to 4 years 1

15kg to 25kg Up to 6 years 2

22kg to 36kg Up to 12 years 3

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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What we expect from parents…

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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Number of fatal crashes and fatalities in South Africa

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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Our children …

Female Male Unknown Grand Total

2019 (Jan - Dec) 338 637 9 984

2020 (Jan - Sept) 143 297 10 450

Fatal Crashes
Province 

Female Male Unknown Grand Total

2019 (Jan - Dec) 342 664 11 1017

2020 (Jan - Sept) 143 300 11 454

Province 
Fatalities

8%

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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2019 Information for children age 0 – 14 years

http://www.rtmc.co.za/


Impact of COVID - 19



Ensuring safe, secure and responsible use of roads in South Africa. 20

2020 Information for children age 0 – 14 years

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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Percentage distribution of contributory factors: 2020

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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Human Factors

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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Percentage distribution of fatalities per gender and road user 
: 2020

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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We can avoid this…

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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Love them to be alive than being butterflies in the car…

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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What must happen?

 Whose responsible  for children’s safety? 
(e.g Right car seat, booster sears, baby 
seats, etc)

 Road users on the road? (drive 
defensively)

 Teach them to buckle up from an early 
age.

What are the benefits?

• Reduce the risk (deaths and severity of 
injuries)

• Prevent the occupants (ejected from the 
vehicle)

• Prevent injuries to others

• Save lives

THE BEST WE CAN DO IS TO BUCKLE UP!

http://www.rtmc.co.za/
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THANK YOU!

http://www.rtmc.co.za/

